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But we also want to know when we 

will have achieved our mission in Iraq 
and when our 135,000 soldiers will be 
able to return home with dignity and 
honor. 

At a March 1 hearing in the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, General 
Abizaid, the leader of the Central Com-
mand, gave the clearest indication so 
far about when our mission might end. 

General Abizaid said, ‘‘I believe that 
in 2005, the most important statement 
that we should be able to make is that 
in the majority of the country, Iraqi 
security forces will take the lead in 
fighting the counterinsurgency. That is 
our goal.’’ 

About the capabilities of the Iraqi se-
curity forces, General Abizaid said, ‘‘I 
think in 2005 they’ll take on the major-
ity of the tasks necessary to be done.’’ 

If the Iraqis make the significant 
progress this year that General Abizaid 
expects, it is perfectly logical to expect 
that a large number of American 
troops will be able to return home. 

Our troops are clearly still needed to 
deal with the insurgency. But there is 
wide agreement that the presence of 
American troops is also fueling the in-
surgency and making it more difficult 
to defeat. 

After the election, the administra-
tion announced that 15,000 American 
troops added to provide security for the 
elections would return, and additional 
troops should be able to return this 
year. Doing so would clearly help take 
the American face off the occupation 
and send a clearer signal to the Iraqi 
people that we have no long-term de-
signs on their country. 

In the February 28 edition of US 
News and World Report, General 
Abizaid emphasized this basic point. He 
said ‘‘An overbearing presence, or a 
larger than acceptable footprint in the 
region, works against you . . . The first 
thing you say to yourself is that you 
have to have the local people help 
themselves.’’ 

Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz made 
the same point in a hearing at the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee on Feb-
ruary 3. He said, ‘‘I have talked to 
some of our commanders in the area. 
They believe that over the course of 
the next six months you will see whole 
areas of Iraq successfully handed over 
to the Iraqi army and Iraqi police.’’ 

Before the election, the administra-
tion repeatedly stated that 14 of the 18 
provinces in Iraq are safe. We heard a 
similar view in a briefing from Ambas-
sador Negroponte. 

If some areas can be turned over to 
the Iraqis in the next 6 months, as Sec-
retary Wolfowitz indicated, it should 
be done. It would be a powerful signal 
to the Iraqi people that the United 
States is not planning a permanent oc-
cupation of their country. If entire 
areas are being turned over to the 
Iraqis, we should be able to bring many 
American troops home. 

The road ahead will be difficult be-
cause the violence is far from ended. 
Sixty-six Americans soldiers have been 
killed in the 31 days since the election 
an average of two a day. But the elec-
tion has produced new hope, and the 
Iraqi people are now forming the Tran-
sitional Government that will write a 
new constitution for the country and 
hold elections next December for the 
permanent new government that will 
lead their new democracy. 

We all hope for success in Iraq, and 
appropriate withdrawals of our forces 
can clearly be an important factor in 
achieving that success. 

The President’s commitment to 
keeping American troops in Iraq as 
long as it takes and not a day longer is 
not enough for our soldiers and their 
loved ones. They deserve a clearer indi-
cation of what lies ahead, and so do the 
American people. General Abizaid has 
begun to provide clarification of that 
very important issue, and I hope the 
President will as well.∑ 
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HARLEY-DAVIDSON KANSAS CITY 
ASSEMBLY PLANT 

∑ Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the workers at 
Harley-Davidson’s Kansas City Assem-
bly Plant for their hard work and to sa-
lute Harley-Davidson for all of the 
great things they have done for the 
State of Missouri since locating the 
plant here just a few years ago. 

Harley-Davidson is the oldest and 
largest motorcycle manufacturer in 
the U.S. The Kansas City plant, one of 
only two Harley-Davidson final assem-
bly plants in the country, produces the 
Sportster, the Dyna Glide, and the V- 
Rod, and ships those motorcycles all 
over the world. The plant, which em-
ploys over 900 people, opened in 1998, 
and has achieved its intended goal of 
significantly increasing Harley- 
Davidson’s production capacity and 
productivity. 

Every September, the plant hosts an 
open house for Platte County residents 
and Harley enthusiasts from across the 
country to tour the plant and learn 
about how motorcycles are built. Best 
of all, anyone with a motorcycle li-
cense can take the opportunity to test 
ride a brand new Harley. 

Harley-Davidson’s contributions to 
the Kansas City area are important to 
job creation and sustaining economic 
growth, and Missourians are proud to 
have such an iconic symbol of the 
American spirit located in our State. I 
am honored to share their accomplish-
ments with you today, and I wish the 
workers at the Kansas City Plant suc-
cess in their future endeavors.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 1:54 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 

announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 27. An act to enhance the workforce 
investment system of the Nation by 
strengthening one-stop career centers, pro-
viding for more effective governance ar-
rangements, promoting access to a more 
comprehensive array of employment, train-
ing, and related services, establishing a tar-
geted approach to serving youth, and im-
proving performance accountability, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 912. An act to ensure the protection of 
beneficiaries of United States humanitarian 
assistance. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 27. An act to enhance the workforce 
investment system of the Nation by 
strengthening one-stop career centers, pro-
viding for more effective governance ar-
rangements, promoting access to a more 
comprehensive array of employment, train-
ing, and related services, establishing a tar-
geted approach to serving youth, and im-
proving performance accountability, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

H.R. 912. An act to ensure the protection of 
beneficiaries of United States humanitarian 
assistance; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations. 
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–1178. A communication from the Chief, 
Regulations Branch, Customs and Border 
Protection, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘United States—Chile 
Free Trade Agreement’’ (RIN1505–AB47) re-
ceived on March 1, 2005; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

EC–1179. A communication from the Acting 
Chief, Publications and Regulation Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Tsunami Relief’’ 
(Notice 2005–23) received on March 1, 2005; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–1180. A communication from the Acting 
Chief, Publications and Regulation Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Qualified Interest’’ 
(TD 9181) received on March 1, 2005; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–1181. A communication from the Acting 
Chief, Publications and Regulation Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Reorganizations 
under Section 368(a)(1)(E) and 368(a)(1)(F)’’ 
(TD 9182) received on March 1, 2005; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–1182. A communication from the Acting 
Chief, Publications and Regulation Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘REMIC TEFRA Ap-
plicability’’ (TD 9184) received on March 1, 
2005; to the Committee on Finance. 
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